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The  Rural  Billion  and  the 
Agricultural  Missions  Foundation 

By 

THOMAS  JESSE  JONES 

Educational  Director  of  the  Phelps-Stokes  Fund 

The  rural  billion  men,  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  are  the  direct  and  special  concern 
of  the  Agricultural  Missions  Foundation, 
organized  in  November,  1930.  The  Foun¬ 
dation  includes  representatives  of  the  three 
American  groups  best  prepared  to  interpret 
American  rural  experience  and  to  transmit 
that  remarkable  experience  to  the  rural 
masses  of  the  world.  These  three  groups 
are  Deans  of  the  Agricultural  Colleges,  Sec¬ 
retaries  of  the  Mission  Boards  and  Christian 
Laymen  distinguished  for  their  economic  and 
educational  services  to  rural  peoples. 

AN  EXTRAORDINARY  ORGANIZATION 

This  extraordinary  organization,  within  the 
two  years  of  its  activities,  has  demonstrated 
the  unusual  possibilities  of  rural  service 
abroad.  On  a  budget  of  only  $11,000  a  year 
it  has  become  the  accredited  clearing  house 
of  Rural  Missions  in  Asia,  Africa,  Latin 
America  and  the  Islands  of  the  Seas.  It  is 
influencing  Mission  Boards  to  change  their 
present  expenditures  of  ninety  per  cent  of 
their  budgets  on  the  ten  per  cent  urban  popu¬ 
lation  in  their  mission  fields  to  an  adequate 
appreciation  of  their  responsibilities  to  the 
ninety  per  cent  rural  peoples  acutely  needing 
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their  help.  It  is  effectively  urging  that  rural 
and  agricultural  service  requires  workers  ' 
technically  and  spiritually  trained  for  their 
unique  and  vital  responsibilities. 

The  practical  quality  and  the  statesmanship 
of  the  plans  and  policies  of  the  Foundation 
are  guaranteed  by  the  personnel  of  the 
Directors  and  Executive  Secretary.  Dr.  John 
R.  Mott,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  is 
known  internationally  both  for  administrative 
ability  and  for  his  world  sympathy  and 
vision.  Dr.  A.  R.  Mann,  now  Provost  of 
Cornell  University  and  for  many  years  the 
Dean  of  the  New  York  State  College  of 
Agriculture,  is  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Founda¬ 
tion.  His  professional  knowledge  of  rural 
life  at  home  and  abroad  and  his  imderstand- 
ing  of  social  and  educational  movements  are 
vital  factors  in  the  development  of  the 
Foundation.  The  Executive  Secretary,  Mr. 
John  H.  Reisner,  is  remarkably  prepared  by 
education,  experience  and  devoted  services 
to  humanity  for  the  responsibilities  of  his 
office.  As  Dean  of  the  University  of  Nan¬ 
king  College  of  Agriculture  for  seventeen 
years,  he  is  thoroughly  oriented  in  the  meth¬ 
ods  of  advancing  scientific  agriculture  and 
rural  life.  The  other  Directors  of  the  Found¬ 
ation  are  equally  well  prepared  in  their 
respective  fields  of  influence. 


COOPERATION  WITH  THE  BOARDS 

The  Rural  Missions  Cooperating  Commit¬ 
tee,  recently  organized,  provides  a  definite 
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relationship  between  the  Mission  Boards  and 
the  Agricultural  Missions  Foundation.  This 
Committee  is  now  composed  of  representa¬ 
tives  of  twelve  of  the  larger  Mission  Societies, 
the  Committee  of  Reference  and  Counsel, 
the  International  Missionary  Council  and  the 
Agricultural  Missions  Foundation.  Other 
Societies  have  expressed  a  deep  interest  in 
this  cooperative  arrangement.  The  potential¬ 
ities  of  such  co-operation  for  rural  mission 
service  throughout  the  world  are  impressive. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  people  among 
whom  missionaries  work  are  ninety  per  cent 
rural  and  recognizing  the  further  fact  that 
the  Christian  movement  is  increasingly  rural¬ 
izing  its  approach  and  program  and  have  im¬ 
portant  rural  demonstrations  under  way, 
the  following  facts  concerning  the  inade¬ 
quate  facilities  and  personnel  for  rural  service 
are  striking  evidence  of  the  imperative  need 
for  the  influence  and  activities  of  the  Agri¬ 
cultural  Missions  Foundation: 


RURAL  PERSONNEL  AND  PROGRAM 

It  is  conservatively  estimated  that  not  over 
200  of  the  10,000  American  missionaries 
distributed  throughout  the  world  have  had  as 
part  of  their  training  more  than  two  courses 
specially  related  to  rural  life  or  agriculture. 

China.  Of  the  196  Christian  middle 
schools  with  25,000  pupils,  only  one  school 
is  devoted  wholly  to  rural  training.  Four 
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other  schools  are  offering  some  courses  in 
rural  subjects.  Of  the  twelve  Christian  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  in  the  vast  population 
of  China,  there  is  only  one  fairly  well  organ¬ 
ized  and  one  smaller  college  of  agriculture. 
Four  missionary  boards  maintain  four  mission¬ 
ary  teachers  at  the  larger  college  at  Nanking 
and  make  a  small  annual  grant.  All  other 
funds  are  contributed  from  sources  outside 
the  Mission  Boards. 

India.  Of  the  800  Christian  secondary 
schools,  less  than  twenty  are  devoting  their 
major  efforts  along  the  line  of  rural  and 
agricultural  education.  Of  the  thirty-eight 
Christian  colleges  and  universities,  Allahabad 
Agricultural  Institute  is  the  only  institution 
offering  any  work  in  agriculture.  To  this 
Institute  one  mission  board  contributes  the 
maintenance  of  two  missionaries  and  $500 
in  gold.  The  remainder  of  the  budget  is 
secured  from  other  sources. 

Korea.  Only  one  Christian  secondary 
school  makes  rural  education  its  major  em¬ 
phasis. 

Africa.  Many  mission  schools  in  Africa 
provide  some  training  in  agriculture  and 
rural  life.  While  provisions  for  rural  train¬ 
ing  are  better  recognized  in  Africa  than  in 
other  continents,  the  need  is  still  very  great. 

The  lamentable  lack  of  rural  mission  serv¬ 
ices  thus  briefly  outlined  for  Asia  and  Africa 
applies  equally  to  Latin  America  and  other 
parts  of  the  world.  Christian  missions  are 
only  beginning  to  realize  their  vital  respons- 


ibilities  and  opportunities  for  the  rural 
masses.  The  Agricultural  Missions  Founda¬ 
tion  has  been  organized  to  stimulate  and  to 
assist  missionary  efforts  for  the  millions  who 
hve  in  the  villages  and  the  open  country. 

A  BUDGET  OF  $10,990 

The  annual  budget  of  the  Agricultural 
Missions  Foimdation  for  the  present  year  is 
$10,990.  For  this  amount  we  are  dependent 
on  friends  who  believe  in  its  objectives  and 
are  interested  in  its  program.  Besides  acting 
as  a  coordinating  and  cooperating  agency  for 
rural  projects  and  as  a  clearing  house  of  in¬ 
formation  on  rural  and  agricultural  missions, 
it  is  making  known  to  missionaries  generally 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  the  American  re¬ 
sources  which  are  available  and  able  to  in¬ 
crease  the  effectiveness  of  the  great  Christian 
enterprise  among  rural  people.  The  Agricul¬ 
tural  Missions  Foundation  is  anxious,  as  rap¬ 
idly  as  funds  permit,  to  provide  help  in  two 
other  main  directions: 

First,  to  provide  study  and  travel  fellow¬ 
ships  which  are  greatly  needed  to  aid  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  selected  nationals  to  pursue 
courses  of  study  in  our  great  American  rural 
institutions — the  agricultural  college  and  the 
college  of  home  economics — and  by  travel  to 
study  successful  home  and  school  demonstra¬ 
tions  in  rural  communities.  The  Agricultural 
Missions  Foundation  is  now  administering  a 
special  fellowship  fund  available  to  American 
missionaries  working  in  British  Africa. 
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Second,  to  aid  a  few  carefully  selected  rural 
demonstration  projects  in  the  field  of  rural 
education,  community  programs  for  rural 
churches,  village  health  programs,  agricul¬ 
tural  improvement  projects,  rural  training 
institutes,  the  production  of  Christian  rural 
literature,  the  training  of  rural  leaders  in 
secondary  schools  and  agricultural  colleges. 
These  all  need  financial  help  to  make  them 
more  effective  agencies. 

THE  NEW  RURAL  EMPHASIS 

The  new  rural  outlook  in  the  world-wide 
Christian  missionary  enterprise  is  one  of  the 
outstanding  developments  of  the  past  decade. 
India,  China,  Africa,  and  the  smaller  coun¬ 
tries  are  predominantly  rural  and  likely 
to  remain  so.  It  is  inevitable  that  this 
new  rural  emphasis  shall  progressively  in¬ 
crease  in  the  years  ahead.  Any  aid  to  the 
Agricultural  Missions  Foundation  will  add  to 
the  extension  and  effectiveness  of  this  belated 
but  none  the  less  imperative  development. 

Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  James 
M.  Speers,  Treasurer,  and  sent  to  Agricul¬ 
tural  Missions  Foundation,  419  Fourth 
Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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